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Thy Ways Are Best 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


HY ways are best; each day I find 
more clear 

The certainty that Thy love never 
fails; 

Thy care surrounds and keeps my soul 

from harm, 

However high the sea or wild the 

gales. 


In Thee I trust; in Thee I am secure; 
In Thee my soul has found its sweetest 
rest; 
O Christ divine, I'll gladly follow Thee 
And nevermore sha]! doubt Thy ways 
are best. 


- Ww 
“There Shall Be No More Curse” 


Man is not the only creature that 
suffers because of the Fall. Killing 
goes on all the time in the animal king- 
dom. Fear haunts the birds and ani- 
mals amid the most beautiful scenes 
on mountains and plains, in field and 
forest, on the hills and in the valleys, 
in the streams, lakes, and seven seas; 
and blood stains the sand and the snow, 
the leaves and the grass, the clear blue 
waters of ponds and lakes, and the cold 
gray of the Arctic and Antarctic Oceans. 
The cries of hurt things rise to the 
heavens day and night. But until] Adam 
and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden 
of Eden there were no such cries of 
distress mor scenes of carnage. “By 


one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin”; and, because of that, 
“we know that the whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together 
until now” (Rom. 5:12; 8:22). A strik- 
ing example of this curse was witnessed 
not long ago by two bird watchers 
as they sat at their breakfast table. 
They looked out on a peaceful scene: 
graceful Norway maples freshly clothed 
in the dark green of their new leaves, 
lawns made luxuriant by spring rains, 
flowering shrubbery—all glistening in 
the early morning sun. Blue jays 
knocked open sunflower seeds on the 
slender branches of a lilac bush; and 
mourning doves, grackles, starlings, 
English sparrows, and cardinals pecked 
rapidly at the seeds scattered on the 
driveway, narrowly watching one an- 
other. A few robins ran, hopped, and 
tilted their heads, looking for worms 
on the lawn, while in the middle squat- 
ted a very young robin, not able to 
fly or hunt for himself. A crow cruised 
back and forth once or twice just over 
the treetops. Suddenly there was a 
commotion, he swooped down, seized 
the little robin and flew off, chased by 
angry robins, grackles, and starlings. 
But there was nothing they could do, 
and he probably tore the little bird 
to pieces on some convenient perch, 
The watchers were glad to remember 
that the Scripture foretells an end to 


all this bloodshed. “The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb,” says Isaiah, “and 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. And the cow and the bear 
shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. And the sucking 
child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy moun- 
tain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea” (11:6-9). “The creature 
Lor creation] itself also shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption 
into the glorious liberty of the chil- 
dren of God” (Rom. 8:21). In the mu- 
seum at Neuchatel, Switzerland, there 
are three large, magnificent paintings 
by Paul Robert, a Christian artist, de- 
picting three aspects of the second com- 
ing of Christ. One of these shows a 
beautiful Swiss valley, with mountains 
in the distance and flowers in the 
meadow. The curse is represented by 
an evil spirit in the foreground which 
has killed a bird, but an angel descends 
from Heaven, scattering flowers and 
stopping the killing. The symbolism 
represents a reality, for the day is 
surely coming when “there shall be no 
more curse” (Rev. 22:3). 


ll. The Seven Wonders of Prayer 


By Armin R. Gesswein 


V. Prayer Is WARFARE 
EDITATION: Then only do we 
M engage the enemy—Satan and 
his forces—when we pray. There 
it is the battle is fought, and the real 


victory won. 
Christian work only succumbs to the 








Comfort for Dark Days 
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“The Lord is my strength and 
my shield; my heart trusted in 
him, and I am helped” (Psa. 28:7). 




















_ enemy; it does not engage him, or over- 


come his power unless we pray. 

It is really only in the place of prayer 
that we wrestle against principalities, 
against powers, the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, and against spiritual 
wickedness in high places, 

Unless we learn to pray, we never 
do battle for God, or become Christ’s 
soldiers. The entire armor is shaped 
for prayer. It is the real battleground. 

Unless we learn to pray and wrestle 
there, we shall get into the wrong bat- 
tle and lose—the hot battle of words 
and the clash of personalities. ' 
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The Lord had 120 “knockers,” but He 
shut them all up to prayer in the Upper 
Room. He taught them to do all their 
knocking in prayer. Then He never 
had the problem of “knocking” in His 
Church! 

There, in that Upper Room in Jeru- 
salem, He made them soldiers. There 
He mobilized them, and there He also 
trained them for His warfare. 

All through the Acts they march, after 
that, on their knees! In almost every 
chapter they are praying. The new 
power they have in the Spirit is like 
military power. For they witness and 
win souls not only from sin, but from 
the bondage of the Devil, and that right 
in the very strongholds of heathenism. 
With witnessing goes warfare. It is a 
constant battle for souls. 

The victories won by prayer, 

By prayer must still be held; 

The foe retreats, but only when 

By prayer he is compelled. 

Scripture: “For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principal- 
ities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole 
armour of God .. . praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit” (Eph. 6:12, 13, 18). 

“Men ought always to pray, and not 
to faint” (Luke 18:1). 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you” (Luke 11:9). 

“Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatso- 
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven” (Matt. 16:19). 

Sentence Sermon: The battle is won 
in prayer; in witnessing we simply take 
the spoils. 


VI. PRAYER FULFILLS THE WILL oF Gop 


Meditation: “Does prayer change the 
will of God?” asks a Christian. It seems 
a knotty question. No. Actually, it is 
only by prayer, and in answer to prayer, 
that God’s will is done on earth as it 
is in Heaven. This is another way of 
saying that so often—because we do 
not pray—the will of man, or of the 
flesh, or of Satan, is being done. That 
is just the trouble, and the crux of the 
matter. 

This is just where the Bible comes in. 
A chaplain was kneeling in prayer with 
a group, as one by one they prayed, 
“Lord, if it be thy will...” He sug- 
. gested that they all rise from their 
knees, take their Bibles, and find out 
what God’s will was; and then go to 
prayer, praying that His will, revealed 
in His Word, be done. 

This is the point where we must 
watch closely. The point of reason is 
that prayer changes God’s will; the 
point of Scripture is that prayer real- 
izes God’s will as revealed in God’s 
Word. 

Reason can also argue very subtly 
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in the oppos:te direction: “God is sov- 
ereign. He is God, you know, and He 
will do this thing whether we pray 
about it or not.” Nothing is closer to 
reason, at times, than this; yet, noth- 
ing is further from Scripture. For God 
will not do apart from prayer what He 
has promised to do in answer to prayer, 
and it is my Christian responsibility to 
search the Scriptures and find out just 
what that is. 

It has well been said, “When God is 
about to do a work, He always starts 
by getting His people to pray.” 

It is only as we pray that we get what 
God can do. 

Nothing lies outside the circle of 
prayer except what lies outside the or- 
bit of God’s will. 

Scripture: “Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth” (Luke 11:2). 

“If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you” (John 
15:7). 

“Call unto me, and I will answer thee, 
and shew thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3). 

“For it is God which worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 
ure” (Phil. 2:13). 

Sentence Sermon: In the Bible God 
reveals His will; in prayer He fulfills it. 


VII. Prayer Is THe ScHoot WHERE Gop 
TeacHEs Us His Worp 

Someone has said, “The promises are 
the molds into which we pour our 
prayers.” D. L. Moody said, “Tarry at 
a promise, and God will meet you 
there.” When the answer comes, it 
comes by way of the promise, and ful- 
fills it. 

The promises, then, are the very size 
and shape of our prayers; and they are 
also the size our answers should have. 

How far along are we with Christ? 
How large is our development? Our 
growth? Our stature? Our Christian 
maturity? This is shown by our prayer 
life. For our real discipleship is in the 
school of prayer. Likewise, most all of 
our dealings and disciplines of the Lord 
are registered there. We are no further 
along with Christ than we are in our 
praying. Prayer, for the Christian, is 
a life. We should speak of the prayer 
life. That is the exact measure of our 
spritual growth. It is the exact level 
of our power. Satan need not attack 
our power; only our praying. 

Our spiritual stature is revealed by 
vend ony of praying we do, and by the 
kind of answers we receive. A leading 
Christian lady once asked: “You speak 
of getting answers to your prayers in 
a new way. I would like to know what 
kind of answers you are getting.” That 
was a well-pointed question, 

Our prayers should grow with our 
Christian life, and we should likewise 
have larger answers, In Acts 9, for 
example, while Paul was receiving the 
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answer to prayer for his soul’s salva- 
tion, Peter was receiving mighty an- 
swers which resulted in spiritual awak- 
ening in whole communities. Something 
like that was the young preacher’s ex- 
perience, just mentioned: he not only 
experienced the fullness of God’s Spirit 
in his own heart, but was rejoicing in 
a spirit of revival in his congregation. 

Another way we know of our prog- 
ress is by the kind of tests and trials 
we are given. Every failure arises from 
some failure in prayer, in our Chris- 
tian life. Spurgeon once said, “The best 
evidence that we are in God’s will is 
the Devil’s growl!” 

In this school—which is for life—the 
Lord Jesus teaches us prayer and faith. 
These always go together, in every les- 
son. Question: Am I in the kinder- 


(Continued on page 501) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Modernism at Yale 


I have read you for years. My! 
what a bulwark of faith. What would 
some church members have done 
without it? 

Now I read on page 382, May 11th 
issue, that article by Wilbur M. Smith 
regarding Yale Divinity School, that 
learned man Dean Brown, and Pro- 
fessors Bacon and Porter, doubt that 
Paul preached the virgin birth (I 
am hearing this quite often now- 
adays). But what about Romans 1:3, 
Galatians 4:4, Hebrews 1:2, 3, 4? In 
fact, all of Hebrews first chapter. 

These are the ones that flashed in 
my mind when I had finished reading 
the article. I'll wager there are many 
more. I am, sure that every man, 
woman, and child who was at the 
cross when Christ was crucified, after 
they saw the darkness three hours 
and the earthquake, were believers 
in Christ being the Son of God (Vir- 
gin Birth)! And they did not need 
anyone to go about and try and preach 
otherwise! 

Oh! the awful doom awaiting unbe- 
lievers!—A California reader. 

Dr. Smith made a contrast between 
“giants of orthodoxy” who “taught at 
Yale Divinity School in the nineteenth 
century,” naming several, dnd liberal 
teachers of the twentieth century. He 
quoted from four of these. His pur- 
pose was to show “a mysterious shift 
to what might be called a decided left 
in theological position,” and he was, of 
course, using the word “left” in the 
sense of being on the wrong side, After 
quoting the skeptical or unbelieving 
statements of the liberal professors, he 
said, “It will not be known until our 
works are judged by Christ what dis- 
astrous results followed in the lives and 
ministries of men who studied under 
some of these professors”; and asked, 
“Is it to be wondered at that the first 


(Continued on page 501) 
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TIDWELL BIBLE sf! SRARE 


The Wheaton College Position on Inspiration 
Prepared by Sixteen Faculty Members 


tury the doctrine of verbal inspira- 

tion was the battleground for a 
mighty theological conflict waged con- 
tinuously in lecture hall and divinity 
school, pulpit and press. In many areas 
the battle ended by default; for con- 
servative forces with a few exceptions 
simply withdrew from the field. Con- 
sequently Christian institutions through- 
out the world were soon overrun by 
heterodoxy and unbelief. In many 
instances the overthrow of orthodox 
Christianity was complete. For most 
scholars, verbal inspiration became the 
badge of hopeless theological obscur- 
antism. 

In the last decade, however, the prob- 
lem of inspiration has again come into 
prominence. Modernism, instead of 
ushering in its promised millennium, 
has been forced by the logic of history 
to a more realistic view of man as a 
sinner and, accordingly to a new appre- 
ciation of the Bible. And the rise of 
militant Neo-orthodoxy, calling itself 
the theology of the Word of God, has 
radically changed the theological] cli- 
mate of Western Christendom and re- 
directed attention to the Scriptures. 


Confused Battle Lines 

As a result of this new crisis in con- 
temporary theology, an atmosphere of 
uncertainty and indecision has been 
created within the ranks of evangelical 
Christians. 
exceedingly confused. Foggy and mis- 
leading generalizations, rather than pre- 
cise definitions, are the fashien of our 
day. Theological discussion is often 
carried on under conditions of exceed- 
ingly low intellectual and spiritual vis- 
ibility. 

As teachers in the Bible and Philoso- 
phy Department of Wheaton College, 
therefore, we conceive it to be our duty 
to set sharply in the foreground of this 
discussion the broad and clear principles 
of orthodox faith, particularly as they 
relate to the crucial areas of the in- 
spiration and authority of Holy Scrip- 
ture, 

A true and living orthodoxy, we be- 
lieve, must never become static. No 
true orthodoxy lives on the orthodoxy 
of the past. If we are to remain loyal 
to the faith of our fathers, we dare 
not merely repeat their answers to op- 
ponents of a generation ago. We must 
rethink the doctrines of revelation and 
inspiration for our own generation and 
must fight on the battle lines as they 
are drawn today. This, we believe, de- 
mands an honest search into the truth 


(Ttsry te oct the nineteenth cen- 


Battle lines have become ° 


This statement on the inspiration 
of the Bible was drawn up by the 
following members of the faculty of 
the Department of Bible and Philos- 
ophy at Wheaton College: 

Kenneth 8. Kantzer, chairman; Carl 
Armerding, Steven Barabas, Robert 
D. Culver, Joseph P. Free, J. How- 
ard Goddard, Eugene M. Harrison, 
Arthur F. Holmes, Kenneth C. Ken- 
nard, Richard D. Longenecker, John 
E. Luchies, C. Raymond Ludwigson, 
A. Berkeley Mickelsen, Samuel J. 
Schultz, Merrill C. Tenney, Evan D. 
Welsh. 





of God in humble dependence upon the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit.1 

This does not mean, however, that in 
rethinking the doctrines of revelation 
and inspiration, we are swerving from 
our orthodox commitments. We desire 
to make it unmistakably clear that we 
are not like rudderless ships floating 
aimlessly, driven and tossed by every 
wind of doctrine. We are steering our 
thought by the clear light of Holy Scrip- 
ture. As faculty members of Wheaton 
College we gladly sign each year a 
“Statement. of Faith” which includes 
the words: “We believe in the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and the New Testaments 
as verbally inspired by God and iner- 
rant in the original writing, and that 
they are of supreme and final authority 
in faith and life.” 


On the other hand, however, adher- ' 


ence to the doctrine of the divine author- 
ity of Scripture by no means restricts 
our freedom to think realistically, con- 
structively, and honestly in the light 
of all the facts. Rather we hold this 
doctrine to be the only possible foun- 
dation for clear and effective thinking 
about God and man’s relationship to 
God. 

We believe that when God gave the 
Bible, He did so in order to give men 
correct ideas about Himself and their 
relationship to Him. Since it is mani- 
festly impossible to convey ideas in a 
book except by employing the written 
words of some language, the divine in- 
spiration extended to the written words 
or symbols of Scripture. Verbal in- 
spiration guarantees, accordingly, that 
the written words of Scripture convey 
the thoughts which God wished to com- 





1This paragraph does not mean that the 
revelation God has given us in the Bible is 
not settled, but that since the opponents of 
inspiration have found what they believe to 
be new arguments against it, they must be 
answered in new terms, and not necessarily 
in the same words used by our forefathers. 
—Editor (with Dr. Kantzer’s approval). 


municate and that the thoughts sym- 
bolized by these words are all true. 

Although God sometimes revealed 
truth by dictation, inspiration was not 
by any mechanical means. Rather, the 
Spirit of God employed the attention, 
the investigation, the memory, the im- 
agination, the logic, in a word, all the 
faculties of the human authors of the 
Bible. God’s guidance worked through 
the free exercise of the authors’ his- 
torical and theological capabilities. So 
far from being automata or stenog- 
raphers, the Biblical writers made their 
own choice of words, expressed them- 
selves in their own style, and revealed 
in their writings their own particular 
personalities. The message which the 
Biblical writers proclaimed was de- 
cidedly their own. God, however, pre- 
pared them, illuminated them, and di- 
vinely energized them, so that their 
prophetic message would be at the same 
time His divine message to men. 

This view of the verbal inspiration of 
the Bible, of course, does not preclude 
the use of figurative, allegoric, and sym- 
bolic language. It does not guarantee 
that Scripture gives us technical, spe- 
cific data in current scientific vocabu- 
lary. Scripture speaks rather in the 
language of the common man of two 
or more millennia ago; but what it 
speaks, it speaks truthfully whether it 
employs figurative language or literal, 
whether it deals with ethics or with the 
natural world of science. Inspiration 
does mean, finally, that the words of 
Scripture, although truly human words, 
are, nonetheless also the very words by 
which God communicates His thought 
to men. The words of the writers of 
Scripture, therefore, properly interpreted 
in their total context and in their natu- 
ral sense according to the usage of their 
day, teach the truth without any error. 


Conclusive Evidence 


The conclusive evidence that verbal 
inspiration is true may be found in the 
testimony of the God-man, Jesus Christ, 
and of the divinely accredited apostles 
of God. Our Lord Jesus declared: 
“Scripture cannot be broken” (John 
10:35, A.S.V.), and, “It is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass than for one 
tittle of the law to fall” (Luke 16:17, 
A.S.V.); and throughout His teaching 
He showed a continuous and complete 
acceptance of the authority of every 
word of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
In refuting the argument of the Sad- 
ducees, He charged them, “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures” (Matt. 22: 
29, A.S.V.); and He rebuked His own 
disciples, “O fools, and slow of heart to 
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believe all that the prophets have 
spoken” (Luke 24:25). In at least two 
cases (Matt. 22:43-45 and John 10:34, 35) 
the whole point of Christ’s argument 
rests upon a single word. In similar 
fashion the apostles teach the divine 
authorship and irrefragable authority 
of Scripture. The Apostle Paul de- 
clared that all Scripture is inspired 
(literally, breathed forth or produced) 
by God (2 Tim. 3:16). The Apostle 
Peter, as a true disciple of Christ, 
teaches that no part of the prophetic 
word is of merely human origin, but 
all of it is of divine origin through the 
use and control of the human writer 
by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:20, 21). 

Since the teaching of both Christ and 
the Biblical writers is so unequivocally 
clear, what they teach ought to settle 
the matter for the Christian. Some 
have rejected this appeal to the teach- 
ing of Christ and His apostles as cir- 
cular reasoning. Our Lord, however, 
has expressly told us to follow His 
teaching (John 8:13ff. and elsewhere); 
and certainly no circle is involved un- 
less the authority of Christ and His 
apostles rests in turn upon an accept- 
ance of verbal inspiration. Such is not 
the case, for our faith in the deity of 
Christ is grounded rather upon the sum 
of historical, logical, and experiential 
evidences for the truth of the Christian 
faith and in particular upon the imme- 
diate testimony of the Holy Spirit to 
our own spirits that we are truly chil- 
dren of God through faith in Him. Be- 
lief in verbal inspiration, therefore, 
rests ultimately upon these evidences 
which prove that Jesus Christ is truly 
the Son of God and that the apostles 
are trustworthy teachers of doctrine. 

Such a view of the inspiration of the 
Bible fosters textual and historical criti- 
cism, and philological research. By the 
scientific use of correct principles of 
textual criticism the reverent scholar 
is able, in the vast majority of cases, 
to ascertain the original words of Scrip- 
ture. The correct text, as thus secured, 
serves as a reliable basis for exegetical 
study; and its faithful interpretation 
provides man with the very truth of 
God. 

By adequate historical research the 
Christian scholar, likewise, may inves- 
tigate the origin, authority, genuineness, 
date, and authenticity of the various 
books of the Bible. Belief in the in- 
errancy of Scripture does not rule out 
such investigation. It does, however, 
rule out conclusions to which certain 
historical critics have come—namely, 
those which contradict anything taught 
in the original words of Scripture. For 
instance, it is obvious that one who 
concludes that Moses did not write the 
Pentateuch cannot hold to the iner- 
rancy of another book which specific- 
ally declares that he did. 

This doctrine of the verbal inspiration 
and inerrancy of Scripture not only en- 
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courages research, but also is essential 
to theology. Belief in verbal inspiration, 
of course, is not essential to the salva- 
tion of a man’s soul. We must add im- 
mediately, however,-that it is neither 
relatively inconsequential nor merely 
one important doctrine among others. 
At stake is the whole method by which 


- orthodoxy builds its theology. Down 


through the centuries the standard of 
doctrine for all evangelical churches has 
been the Bible. The Bible is the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. In 
its confessions of faith the church pro- 
fesses to derive its system of doctrine 
from the Bible. Theologies are of neces- 
sity subject to change; being man-made, 
they are not infallible. God’s Word is 
infallible; it is the immutable founda- 
tion of theology. 

Modernism discarded that foundation. 
It sought to found its doctrine at first 
upon the teaching of Jesus alone, later 
upon Christian experience, finally upon 
unaided human reason. 

Neo-orthodoxy seeks to bridge the 
gap between orthodoxy and modernism. 
It sets its foundation ultimately upon 
a Bible that becomes the Word of God 
as the Holy Spirit sees fit now and again 
to use the Bible as an instrument to 
bring men into personal acquaintance 
with Christ, the Living Word of God. 
Valuable indeed is this emphasis upon 
the Living Word and upon the direct 
meeting with God’s Spirit in the pages 
of Scripture by every reader whose 
mind is illuminated and whose heart is 
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open to receive Him. But in its em- 
phasis upon the present application of 
the Word to man’s heart, Neo-orthodoxy 
forgets that in Scripture God not only 
speaks, He has spoken. By His work 
of inspiration in the past, God consti- 
tuted the Scriptures an objective, writ- 
ten Word—His message of truth to men 
whether men respond and listen to His 
voice or whether they do not. 

The Church of God must have this 
objective standard by which to distin- 
guish true doctrine from false. Only 
thus can it be preserved from an irre- 
sponsible subjectivity which picks and 
chooses at will. 

The doctrine of verbal inspiration, 
therefore, retains the truth found in the 
alternatives 2 opposed to it, avoids their 
logical and spiritual pitfalls, and brings 
the Church under the authority of the 
ever-living voice of God, who spoke in 
sundry times and divers manners 
through the prophets, and in those same 
words speaks infallibly in our day, 
bringing to men the Gospel of God’s 
abundant grace through our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 





2 Whatever real truth is “found in the 
alternatives opposed to it” (verbal inspira- 
tion) is not there by virtue of any fresh 
revelation given to those who oppose in- 
spiration, but must be remnants or applica- 
tions of truth which they themselves, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, have derived from 
the Scriptures.—Editor (with Dr. Kantzer'’s 
approval). 


WHEATON, ILL. 


Dr. Northcote Deck Finishes His Course 


The former captain of “The Evangel” reaches the Harbor 


“ UR people die easily.” So wrote 

John Wesley, emphasizing the 
contrast between the death of the be- 
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
one who goes out into the blackness of 
a lost eternity. “One to long darkness 
and the frozen tide, one to the crystal 
sea,” as someone has said. 

We were reminded again of the words 
of Wesley as we sat for half an hour 
recently by the bedside of a friend of 
many years, and one of the great mis- 
sionaries of this generation, just a day 
or two before his soul took flight to the 
realms of eternal bliss and the land that 
is fairer than day. He was Dr. John 
Northcote Deck, who on May 10 in To- 
ronto went to be with the Lord. He 
was eighty-three years of age, and until 
the last days of his brief illness main- 
tained a strong, virile preaching minis- 
try in the United States and Canada. 

Born in London, Eng., Dr. Deck was 
educated at the University of Sydney, 
Australia. In 1908 he went as a mis- 
sionary to the Solomon Islands, where 
he served for nineteen years, not only as 


By JAMES H. HUNTER, LL.D., 
Editor and Vice-President, “The Evangelical Christian” 


a medical missionary but as captain of a 
missionary schooner, The Evangel. It 
was largely through the efforts of Dr. 
Deck and other members of his family 
that the British Solomon Islands were 
evangelized. When he went there the 
Islands were unexplored and inhabited 
largely by cannibals. Again and again 
he placed his life in jeopardy to bring 
the Gospel to them. It might with per- 
fect truth be said of him that when he 
went there there were no Christians 
and when he left there were no pagans. 
He was the first white man to cross 
Guadalcanal and Malaita Islands, and 
for this and his exploration of Rennell 
Island he was made a Fellow of the 
Royal Geographical Society. Some of 
his experiences are enshrined in the 
several books and articles he wrote con- 
cerning the work on the Islands, par- 
ticularly his book, “South from Guadal- 
canal.” 

In 1937 he returned to England for a 
campaign to stimulate interest in mis- 
sionary work which was so dear to his 
heart. In addition to his association 
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Lesson for July 7 


with the South Seas Evangelical Mis- 
sion, he served many other missions, in- 
cluding the China Inland Mission, the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, the 
Scripture Union, and the Egypt General 
Mission. He was a most acceptable 
speaker on many platforms in the old 
land and here. He had made his home 
in Toronto since 1942. 

It was on his return from a strenuous 
speaking engagement in the United 
States that he was suddenly stricken 
with leukemia. When told by his doctors 
that he had only a short time to live, 
Dr. Deck accepted the verdict with 
Christian calm and fortitude, notified 
his friends that his hour of departure 
was at hand, and bid them good-by. 
Since he expressed a wish to see me I 
was privileged to spend half an hour 
with him the day he went into the hos- 
pital where he shortly passed away. 
Those minutes with him were a sacred 
memory we must cherish the rest of 
our days. I talked quietly and joyfully 
with this good man of his coming transi- 
tion and his reunion with those, many 
of them our mutual friends, “whom we 
had loved long since and lost awhile.” 

There was nothing of sadness or sor- 
row in our conversation, except the hu- 
man pang to which we all are subject 
when saying good-by to those who are 
left behind for the brief pause of earth’s 
“little while.” One could not but say 
in one’s heart, “Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his!” Mostly our talk was about 
the wonders of the place to which he 
was going, the glory that was to be his, 
the friends he would see and greet so 
soon on the farther shore, and what he 
would tell them about those he had left 
behind. Already it seemed that our 
friend had reached that land of Beulah 
whose air Bunyan tells us is very sweet 
and pleasant. We talked of the Resur- 
rection and the meaning of some pas- 
sages of the Word that were obscure to 
our finite minds. On some of these Dr. 
Deck’s mind, clear as of old, shed won- 
drous light. When he asked me what I 
thought it would be like over there, I 
could only quote the words of Bunyan 
to my dying friend: “You are going 
now to the paradise of God wherein you 
shall see the Tree of Life and eat of the 
never-fading fruits thereof. And when 
you are come there you shall have white 
robes given you and your walk and talk 
shal] be every day with the King even 
all the days of eternity. There you 
shall enjoy your friends again who are 
gone thither before you. And there 
you shall with joy welcome everyone 
who shall follow into the holy place 
after you.” 

That was enough. The room seemed 
filled with celestial light and we stood 
upon the vestibule of Heaven. 


Deck joined us as we thanked God in 
our prayer for the abundant entrance’ 
that was soon to be given His servant, 


Mrs. , 
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for his long years of service down here, 
for the people of the Solomon’ Islands 
and the various enterprises so dear to 
his heart, and for the loved ones we 
commended to the grace and love of the 
Lord. So we left him with a final clasp 
of his hand, and a cheery word, “I'll 
see you in the morning.” So he passed 
over, this worthy servant of God, and 
“all the trumpets sounded for him on 
the other side.” 
TORONTO. 
bd 


Your Birthday Offerings 
By Elizabeth W. Sudlow 


HAT becomes of the money which 

accumulates in your birthday 
bank? Do you have some special project 
toward which it is applied, or is it just 
another source of income for the general 
fund? The birthday pennies will ac- 
cumulate if we do not overlook the ob- 
servance of the birthday celebration, 
whether it be in the Primary Depart- 
ment or in other departments of the 
school. 

One schoo] uses this money to help 
pay the expenses of delegates to a young 
people’s conference in summer, and 
thereby it helps to train future workers 
for the Sunday school. 

Occasionally a school uses the birth- 
day offerings for the purchase of needed 
equipment. Perhaps new hymn books 
are the objective for the year, or it may 
be another blackboard, new chairs, work 
tables, maps, or something else. In any 
event, something is added to the fur- 
nishings of the school each year from 
the accumulated birthday offerings. 
When the objective is known, it. will 
usually be found that many of the 
seholars, particularly the adults, have 
somehow joined the very aged class and 
will deposit a dollar or more as a birth- 
day offering. One school over a period 
of years has bought several pianos, and, 
from the birthday fund, the upkeep of 
all musical instruments used throughout 
the school is paid. 

More schools use this fund to help 
others than for their own needs. It 
all goes into some definite mission work. 
It may be divided among several 
projects, or all turned over to the sup- 
port of one. Instead of announcing that 
the money will be used for “missions,” 
have a definite objective in mind to 
which the offering will be sent and see 
if you do not create more interest. By 
making a brief mention of the place or 
particular mission to which it will be 
sent every time a birthday is celebrated, 
the objective is kept alive. 

One school has, for more than a quar- 
ter of a century, used its birthday offer- 
ings for the purchase of flowers. These 
are sent to the sick or to the homes 
of bereavement. When it is possible to 
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Visiting the Site of Pioneer 
Missionary Endeavor in Hawaii 


EADERS and friends of Tue SunDAY 
Scuoo. Trmes will find just the 
kind of vacation they will like, with 
Christian fellowship and _ relaxation 
amid the beauties of new places; and 
enjoy luxurious living on the tour to 
Hawaii, which leaves Chicago October 
7 and returns thereto November 1. 
Eleven days will be spent on the Islands, 
with day and overnight trips to Kauai 
and Hawaii, and the balance of the time 
on the main Island of Oahu. The mag- 
nificent hotels, Moana and Royal Ha- 
waiian, situated on Waikiki Beach, will 
be “home” for the party; and sight- 
seeing trips, taking in everything worth 
while on the three Islands, are planned. 
Visits to Seattle, San Francisco, and 
Los Angeles, with excellent hotel] ac- 
commodations, and plans to see in de- 
tail these three great Western American 
cities are included. Travel in the States 
will be in vista-dome North Coast Lim- 
ited cars on the Northern Pacific Rail- 
way; and on the famous Santa Fe’s 
“Chief,” with a daytime run down the 
West Coast in streamlined coaches of 
the Southern Pacific. The party will 
travel to the Islands from Seattle in 
a big Pan American Douglas DC-7 
plane, and return to San Francisco on 
the magnificent S.S. Lurline. 

While at Hilo, the main town on the 
island of Hawaii, the party will visit 
the historic Haili Church, and hear 
from its pastor, the Rev. Paul E. Toms, 
something of the missionary work of 
the great missionary, Titus Coan, who 
arrived in Hilo in 1835, and started what 
was to become known as the “Great 
Awakening.” Queen Keopuolani was a 
convert of thig pioneer missionary 
movement. 

Mr. D. B. Eberhart, of Los Angeles, 
a Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes reader for many 
years, and one who has been vitally 
interested in the historic missionary 
activities in Hawaii, wrote the follow- 
ing lines concerning those early days: 

Say, have you been to Hilo, where rain 

and sunshine meet? 

And you hear the word Aloha, it’s the 

proper way to greet. 

This town was chosen by the Lord about 

1837, 

It was the “Great Awakening” 

exalted it to Heaven. 

Here light shone into dark hearts and 

many turned to God, 

They found the yoke of Jesus, not like 

the Devil's rod. 

But Hilo is in darkness now; 

happy town, 

The days of Titus Coan are gone——the 

place has lost renown. 

I call to you, O Hilo, oh, turn to God 


again 
Lest you be lost and suffer in everlasting 


pain. 
Mr. Toms, the present pastor of the 
Haili Church at Hilo, has been ac- 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. JULY 7. MIRIAM, A LEADER IN ISRAEL 


Exodus 2:1-10,; 15:19-21,; Numbers 12; 20:1; 26:59; printed text, Exodus 15:20, 21; Numbers 12:1-10, 13-15 
Golden Text.—A woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.—Prov. 31:30 


THe Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Exod. 15:20 And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of 
Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with timbrels and with dances. 
21 And Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the Lorp, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea. 


Num. 12:1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses 
because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: 
for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 

2 And they said, Hath the Lorp indeed spoken only by 
Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lorp 
heard it. 

3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the earth.) 

4 And the Lorp spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto 
Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. And they three came out. 

5 And the Lorp came down in the pillar of the cloud, 
and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron 
and Miriam: and they both came forth. 

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet 


among you, I the Lorp will make myself known unto him _ 


7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine 
house. 

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, 
and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lorp 
shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak 
against my servant Moses? 

9 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled against them; 
and he departed. 

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron 
looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. 


13 And Moses cried unto the Lorp, saying, Heal her now, 
O God, I beseech thee. 

14 And the Lorp said unto Moses, If her father had but 
spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let 
her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that 
let her be received in again. 

15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: 
and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in 
again. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 


_ The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

ROM Eden on, women have wielded 
F: mighty influence in the world. 

Just as Eve had a prominent role 
in the very beginnings of the human 
race, so a woman had an important 
place in the early days of Israel’s his- 
tory as a nation. In this case she played 
her part as a sister. For over ninety 
years she was well nigh the ideal sis- 
ter to her younger brother Moses, but 
in her old age she marred her excel- 
lent record and became a type of that 
jealousy which comes from the pit of 
hell and which has punctuated the his- 
tory of the world with tragedy and 
blood. Read the story and beware! 


Verse by Verse 

Exod, 15:20.—‘And Miriam the proph- 
etess ... took a timbrel .. . and.all the 
women ... after her... with dances.” 
None of Miriam’s prophetic utterances 
is recorded for us. The timbrels may 
have been part of the booty which they 
had brought out of Egypt. The dancing 
was not to produce gaiety, but to ex- 
press holy joy. 

Verse 21.—*. . . Sing ye to the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously .. .” 
The opening stanza of Moses’ song of 
victory (v. 1) became the chant with 


which Miriam led out the dancing 
women. 

Num. 12:1.—“‘And Miriam and Aaron 
spake against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman .. .” The Ethiopians 
were Cushites, descendants of Ham. 
Jealousy seems to have been at the root 
of Miriam’s complaint, and Aaron, easily 
swayed, sided with her. 

Verse 2—“. . . Hath the Lord indeed 
spoken only by Moses? .. . also by us? 
And the Lord heard it.” They defended 
their right to criticize Moses’ action by 
appealing to their prophetic gift. Moses 
had no monopoly on knowing the will 
of God, they affirmed. Notice the sig- 
nificant phrase at the end of the verse. 


Verse 3.—“. . . Moses .. . very meek 
.. »’ Moses apparently engaged in no 
self-defense, but let them talk. It is 
unlikely that Moses wrote this eulogy 
of himself. It may have been inserted 
by Joshua, as God’s own estimate of the 
man. The same hand probably wrote 
the account of Moses’ death in the Pen- 
tateuch (Deut. 34). 

Verse 4.—“. .. Come out ye three unto 
the tabernacle of the congregation .. .” 
God took up the defense of His servant 
who would not defend himself. It was 
a sudden summons to the court of the 
Tabernacle. 

Verse 5.—“And the Lord . . . stood in 
the door of the tabernacle, and called 


Aaron and Miriam .. .” The hovering 
cloud came down to indicate the special 
presence of God at the entrance to the 
holy place. Miriam and Aaron were 
now called to stand apart from Moses 
as the objects of the divine reproof, 


Verse 6.—“. . . If there be a prophet 

.. ina vision... in a dream.” Two 
methods of revelation are here indi- 
cated—dreams and visions in which the 
ordinary consciousness of the recipient 
is suspended, either by sleep or by 
ecstasy. 

Verse 7.—“My servant Moses .. . faith- 
ful in all mine house.” Moses stands in 
a class by himself as a prophet. The 
“house” here is Israel. See Hebrews 
3: 1-6. 

Verse 8.—“. . . motth to mouth... 
not in dark speeches . . . the similitude 
of the Lord... were ye not afraid .. .?” 
“Mouth to mouth” is equivalent to “face 
to face.” “Dark speeches” are riddles. 
For his seeing the Lord, turn to Exodus 
34: 5-7. 

Verse 9.—“*. . . The anger of the Lord 

. he departed.” The anger of the 
Lord was as much expressed in the 
withdrawing of His presence as in the 
rebuke He gave. 

Verse 10.—“. . . Miriam became lep- 
rous .. . as snow: and Aaron. looked 
upon Miriam...” It was Aaron’s task 
to identify Jeprosy and to pronounce 
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Lesson for July 7 


upon it (Lev. 13). Here he has to pro- 
nounce his own sister a leper. Why 
did not the leprosy fall on Aaron, too? 
The sin was chiefly Miriam’s. 

Verses 11 and 12 contain Aaron’s 
plaintive appeal to Moses on behalf of 
Miriam. 

Verse 13.—*. . . Heal her now, O God, 
I beseech thee.” Moses carries Aaron's 
(and his own) plea to God for their 
smitten sister. 


Verse 14—“. . . If her father had but 
spit in her face .. . shut out from the 
camp seven days...” Omit “but.” God 


compares His action in smiting Miriam 
with a father spjtting in his child’s face 
to express his utter disapproval of the 
child’s conduct. She must bear the 
shame of it for seven days. 

Verse 15.—“. . . and the people jour- 
neyed not till Miriam was brought in 
...” Thus, in one of the leaders of Is- 
rael, God revealed His abhorrence of 
the sin of jealousy and complaint, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Miriam had been in a special way 
the woman in Moses’ life. When she 
was but a child she watched over the 
infant Moses in his little ark among the 
bulrushes, and with a quick-wittedness 
beyond her years (unless she had been 
previously instructed) took advantage 
of the royal princess’s pity to suggest 
a nurse for the little foundling. Thus 
his life was preserved, and his own 
mother nursed him, 

Moses’ wife, Zipporah, does not seem 
to have regarded her husband’s calling 
with much favor. She turned back 
home when Moses went to Egypt for 
the great conflict with Pharaoh; and, 
although she returred to him at Sinai 
(Exod. 18:2-5), she played no part in 
his mission. Thus it was Miriam, not 
Zipporah, who supported Moses and led 
the women of Israel in the great cele- 
bration by the Red Sea (Exod. 15:20, 
21). 

No doubt Miriam retained this place 
of leadership and was much in the 
counsels-of Moses, along with Aaron 
(see Mic. 6:4). Then another woman 
came into Moses’ life. Whether Zip- 
porah had in the meantime died, we are 
not told; but Moses married again, and 
“big sister” felt that she was being 
ousted, displaced. If the new wife had 
been a daughter of Levi, her jealousy 
would have burned just the same, but 
the fact that the new wife was a Cush- 
ite (Ethiopian in K.J.V.) added fuel to 
the fire. Sensing the danger that she 
would lose her place of leadership, she 
began to talk up her own gift as a 
prophetess, and persuaded Aaron to sup- 
port her complaint. By this time 
Miriam was over ninety years old, when 
the sweet mellowness of ripe old age 
ought to have been upon her. Instead, 
she could, not bear eclipse; and the 
brother whom she had supported so 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 30.—Joseph, Man of Mercy. 
Genesis 41:53 to 50:26 
Next Week’s Lesson 
2. July 14.—Jethro, a Practical Coun- 


selor, Exodus 2:15b-22; 4:18:20; 18:1-27_ 








long as it meant a place in the limelight 
for herself, she now attacked bitterly. 
The meekness of Moses kept him from 
retaliation. He just took it. But God 
espoused the cause of His maligned 
servant and gave Miriam and Aaron “a 
talking to” which they were not likely 
to forget. Not only so, but God revealed 
the true nature of such jealousy when 
He brought it to the surface as a rag- 
ing leprosy, that Old Testament symbol 
of spiritual uncleanness. Moses’ prayer 
on behalf of his stricken sister further 
revealed his meekness, but the whole 
disciplinary process showed that it is no 
light thing to touch a man of God. 
“Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm” (1 Chron. 16:22). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Miriam’s childhood—promise (Exod. 


2: 1-8) 

2. Miriam’s prime—leadership (Exod. 
15: 20, 21) 

3. Miriam's old age—jealousy (Num. 12: 
1-15) 


Topics for Development 

Leprosy. Medically speaking, leprosy 
has no more stigma attached to it than 
tuberculosis or influenza; it is simply 
one of the diseases which afflict the 
human race. Nevertheless in Israel it 
was pronounced unclean. Various char- 
acteristics of the disease—its subtlety, 
its contagion, its slow advance from one 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO were the father and mother 
of Moses? 

2. How many were in the family, and 
what were their names? 

3. To what tribe did they belong? 

4. Where did Moses come in the fam- 
ily? 

5. What service did Miriam render 
Moses when he was a baby? 

6. What place did Miriam have in Is- 
rael after the exodus from Egypt? 

7. What was the cause of Miriam’s 
sudden enmity toward Moses? 

8. How did Moses react to the 
calumnies of Miriam and Aaron? 

9. What three Old Testament charac- 
ters were smitten with leprosy for evil 
tempers, and how many of them were 
healed? 

10. Why was Aaron not smitten with 
leprosy as well as Miriam? 


(Answers on page 500) 
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stage to another, and its fatal end—made 
it a suitable type of sin. This is not 
to say that lepers were necessarily sin- 
ners beyond others. On three occasions, 
however, leprosy was inflicted as a chas- 
tisement for sin, and was made to sym- 
bolize the particular sin for which it 
was inflicted. 

Miriam is the first. She was one of 
the covenant people, sister of the great 
Lawgiver, and herself a prophetess. The 
virus of jealousy entered into her soul, 
and the Lord brought that virus out 
upon her in the form of a virulent lep- 
rosy, thus making manifest to all the 
loathsome nature of jealousy. 

Gehazi was also one of the covenant 
people, and servant of Elisha, the great 
prophet. He became afflicted with the 
ugly sin of covetousness so that when 
his master Elisha refused ‘the reward 
offered him by Naaman, the Syrian sol- 
dier whose leprosy was healed (2 Kings 
5: 20-27), he went after the reward for 
himself. The action was not allowed to 
go unchallenged, and once again the sin 
of the heart was brought into open 
demonstration in a leprosy from which 
Gehazi never recovered, He carried it 
all his days as the symbol of his sin. 

Uzziah was one of- Judah’s best kings, 
under whose leadership the nation pros- 
pered exceedingly. Moreover, he pro- 
moted the true worship of God through- 
out Judah, but in his prosperity pride 
possessed his heart until] he was un- 
willing to abide in his own place, but 
intruded into the office of the priest- 
hood. While his anger raged against 
the priests who sought to hinder him 
from his mad course (2 Chron. 26: 16-21), 
the sin of his heart came out as a white 
spot of leprosy in his brow, and he 
spent the rest of his days in a house 
of isolation. Jealousy, covetousness, 
pride—these are the real leprosies, the 
real uncleannesses, the real abomina- 
tions in the sight of God. 

Meekness. That remarkable little 
parenthesis in Numbers 12:3 informs us 
that Moses was very meek, “above all 
the men which were upon the face of 
the earth.” Now I am sure that the 
Spirit of inspiration did not ask Moses 
to write that about himself, and I am 
equally sure that Moses did not write 
that about himself without the Spirit 
of inspiration. My only conclusion, 
then, is that the Spirit of inspiration had 
somebody else write that about Moses. 
The idea of another hand besides that 
of Moses in the writing of the Penta- 
teuch need not trouble us. It is quite 
apparent that another hand than that 
of Moses gave us the final chapter of 
the Pentateuch (Deut, 34), in which the 
death and burial of Moses are recorded. 
It may very well be that the same per- 
son who was moved by the Spirit of 
God to give us that appendix to the 
Pentateuch was moved to make this in- 
sertion concerning the meekness of 
Moses, and in doing so.he would vividly 
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recall all the manifestations of the Mo- 
saic meekness through those forty years 
in the wilderness when he bore long 
with the ever-murmuring, frequently 
rebelling Children of Israel. It is not 
at all unlikely that the hand is the hand 
of Joshua; so that we have here both 
the personal testimony of Joshua, who 
knew Moses better than any other liv- 
ing man, and the testimony of God. 

All this does not mean that Moses was 
perfectly meek. We remember that on 
one occasion his meekness broke down. 
Read Numbers 20 and see where Moses’ 
temper flared (vs. 10, 11). That one fit 
of temper cost him his privilege of 
leading Israel] into the Promised Land. 
The Apostle of the New Covenant was 
also meek (Matt. 11:29). His meekness 
never broke down. Therefore He is our 
file leader all the way to the heavenly 
Canaan. 


Practical Applications 


Dancing which is a spontaneous ex- 
pression of the joy of salvation is both 
wholesome and pleasing to God, but 
dancing which only whips up an un- 
godly merriment for the moment is un- 
wholesome and ofttimes degrading. Be 
careful of the kind of dancing in which 
you engage. 

Watch your spirit as age creeps on. 
Why allow the clouds of jealousy and 
meanness to darken your latter days 
when they might be filled with fhe 
golden glory of an autumn sunset? 

It is better to commit your cause to 
the Lord than to take up the arms of 
revenge on your own behalf. Your 
own counteractions will only widen the 
breach, while God’s actions will heal it. 

Meekness may be despised among 
men, but it is honored by God, and 
brings one into the society of the Son 
of God who said, “I am meek and lowly 
in heart” (Matt. 11:29). 


Golden Text 

Prov. 31.30.—‘A woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised.” But let 
her not depart so far from the fear of 
the Lord that she begins to rage against 
His servants, lest her praise take wings 
and she go down to the grave in eclipse 
and blame. 

ELMuuRST, ILL, 

$3 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Whiter Than Snow” 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine” 

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, before whom all things are 
open, help us to remember Thou know- 
est us altogether, even to our innermost 
thoughts. Hold not against us the sins 
Thou seest in us, but forgive our fool- 
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ish ways and free us from them. Grant 
us Thy blessing in our study today and 
use Thy Word to put us on guard against 
the pride and envy that so easily beset 
us. Bless the sick, the sad, and the 
—_ with Thy wise and loving help. 

ive us loving sympathy and helpful 
ways. Guide the leaders of our own 
and other lands into what is right and 
wise for our times. Guard and guide 
Thy Church that the Gospel may go 
forth to the nations with increasing 
power and blessing. Be our guardian 
and our guide through this new week 
and receive our thanks for all Thy good- 
ness and mercy, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Envy lay behind 
the family quarrel of which we have read 
today, and behind envy lay pride. Mir- 
iam and Aaron just could not bear to 
see their younger brother, Moses, hold- 
ing a higher position than themselves. 


PUT On’ nusaurry 


It hurt their pride. Miriam had cared 
for Moses when he was a baby. Aaron 
was a far better speaker than Moses. 
Both Miriam and Aaron had leadership 
abilities and they just could not take 
the idea of Moses’ being raised above 
themselves. So a quarrel broke out 
and the Bible says, “The Lord heard 
it’—heard the faultfinding of Miriam 
and Aaron. There is nothing God does 
not see and hear, and this should set 
us searching our own hearts and lives. 

Do we feel aggrieved to see someone 
else win the honor and distinction we 
covet? Do we begrudge him his suc- 
cess, blessing, and honors? Do we think 
these things should have come our way 
instead? God knows our hearts, and 
now, as in Moses’ day, He is against the 
proud and for the humble. A thinker 
was once asked what God is doing. He 
replied that God’s whole employment is 
to lift up the humble and cast down the 
proud. Certainly it is a great part of 
God’s activity. Solomon was right in 
saying, “Pride goeth before destruction, 
and a haughty spirit before a fall” 
(Prov. 16:18). This proved true of Mir- 
iam, despite all her gifts and abilities. 
It proved true of Hitler and Mussolini 
in our time, too. The wise will lay these 
things to heart and never think of 
themselves more highly than they ought 
to think. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 














Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 
“And Miriam the prophetess . . . took 
a timbrel in her hand .. .” (Exod. 15: 


20).—Although unnamed, Miriam comes 
before us in Scripture as the watcher 
over her baby brother, Moses, who at 
the time is in an ark of bulrushes 
among the flags on the brink of the 
Nile (Exod. 2). So, I suppose Miriam 
could be called the first baby sitter. 

What wonderful opportunities Chris- 
tian baby sitters have to influence their 
charges for God, and for good! 

I saw a cartoon which revealed the 
fact that children are keen observers 
of baby sitters. This cartoon showed 
two children with their heads together, 
and one whispering to the other, “This 
baby sitter is different! She hasn’t 
raided the refrigerator, nor used the 
telephone, nor tried on one of Mother’s 
dresses yet!” 

Both Aaron and Miriam were older 
than Moses. The fact that the Lord 
said to Moses, “. . . behold, he [Aaron] 
cometh forth to meet thee: and when 
he seeth thee, he will be glad in his 
heart” (Exod. 4:14), satisfies me that 
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam were happy 
together. It is a joy to know the Lord 
said to Israel, “I sent before thee Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam” (Mic. 6:4). He 
used all three of them. 

It must have afforded Miriam real 
pleasure to be able to take a timbrel 
and to lead this choir of hundreds of 
thousands of women and girls, saying, 
“Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath tri- 
umphed gloriously .. .” (We mention 
that number of women ‘and girls be- 
cause Dr. Robert Jamieson, commenting 
on Numbers 1:46, said: “And yet this 
enumeration [603,550] was restricted to 
men from twenty years and upwards. 
Including women, children, and old 


men, together with the Levites, the 
whole population of Israel, on the 
ordinary principles of computation, 


amounted to about 2,400,000.’’) 


“Sing ye to the Lord, for he hath tri- 
umphed gloriously .. .” (Exod. 15:21). 
—Reading the entire song—without 
omitting a verse—it will be seen that it 
is all about the Lord and His deeds. 
It is a song of redemption—the first He 
ever heard His people sing—and all the 
glory of redemption belongs to Him. 
The. Church today can do with many 
more songs which extol Him, such as, 
“How Great Thou Art!” 

Salvation is by grace, through faith, 
without works, lest any man should 
boast; so let us not cease to ascribe all 
glory to Him to whom it belongs. 


“And Miriam . . . spake against Moses 
because of the Ethiopian woman whom 
he had married .. .” (Num, 12:1).— 
Here I should like to borrow the words 
of a woman, Grace McAllister, who has 
written a book which every woman and 
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Lesson for July 7 


girl should read: “God Portrays Women” 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.95). 

“One day news came that Moses’ 
father-in-law was bringing Zipporah 
and their sons. Moses paid great def- 
erence to old Jethro, and was delighted 
to tell him all the Lord’s leading since 
he left Midian. The people, too, were 
eager to meet Mrs. Moses and the chil- 
dren. The reunion of the family was of 
intense interest to all the camp. Did 
Miriam immediately take Zipporah to 
her heart and give her a warm welcome, 
and did she love being ‘Aunt Miriam’ 
to Moses’ boys? ... 

“Something inside Miriam snapped 
that day. She was edgy. She was 
ominously silent when anyone spoke 
warmly of Zipporah. She hardly dared 
trust her own thoughts. . . . Miriam 


was out of touch with God, therefore - 


of no assistance to the people. After 
some time, she took Aaron to one side 
and asked, ‘What do you think of your 
sister-in-law? Whatever did Moses see 
in her to marry her? She hasn’t our 
background .. .” And Miriam and Aaron 
spake against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian (or Cushite) woman whom 
he had married. . . . And the anger of 
the Lord was kindled against them .. . 
and behold Miriam became leprous.” 

“Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee”, 
(Num. 12:13).—Moses was a righteous 
man, and his fervent prayers were ef- 
fectual; but this prayer for immediate 
healing was not answered for a week, 
in order that Miriam “be ashamed seven 
days.” 

One unjust destructive criticism of a 
child of God may halt the progress of 
the aggressive work of an entire com- 
pany of Christians. “Remember what 
the Lord thy God did unto Miriam” 
(Deut. 24:9). Apart from the statement 
regarding her death, we hear no more 
of Miriam. 

“..@ woman that feareth the Lord, 
she shall be praised” (Prov. 31:30).— 
If, instead of beauty contests, piety con- 
tests were held annually throughout the 
country, one wonders how many of the 
beautiful women who have captured 
honors would even be eligible to enter 
such contests. 

If beauty is only “skin deep,” Scrip- 
tural piety is heart deep. Thomas Nash 
said, “Beauty is but +a flower which 
wrinkles will devour.” True piety is as 
lasting as eternity. 

Wawona, CALIF. 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Miriam, sister of Moses, 

is the subject of our study. today. 
She was a prophetess and, under Moses, 
was a leader in Israel. But she made 
the mistake of thinking too highly of 
herself, joining her brother Aaron in 
@ revolt against Moses. For this, God 
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rebuked her and caused her to become 
a leper. Moses magnanimously pleaded 
with God for her recovery, and God 
granted his prayer. 

All this casts a discreditable shadow 
over Miriam’s character; but we must 
remember she was a prophetess ap- 
pointed by the Lord, and she led: the 
women, after the passage of the Red 
Sea, in a procession of thanksgiving and 
praise to God. 

The main bright spot in Miriam's 
career occurred in her girlhood when 
her mother hid the baby Moses, Mir- 
iam’s brother, in the bulrushes on the 
River Nile, to escape the baby slaugh- 
ter perpetrated by Pharaoh. Miriam 
watched from a nearby hiding place, 
and when she saw that the princess 
had discovered the baby Moses and had 
pity on him, Miriam discreetly came 
forward and offered to get a Hebrew 
nurse for him. This the princess was 
pleased to have, so Miriam ran and 
fetched her own mother. Thus the baby 
Moses was restored in safety to his own 
little cradle under the care of his own 
mother, until old enough to begin life 
in the palace, 

Our lesson is this: Very young peo- 
ple can be used to carry out some of 
God’s plans. In the case of Moses, God 
had chosen him to become one of His 
greatest servants, to lead His people, 
Israel, out of the Egyptian captivity to 
the Promised Land of Canaan, and to 
be the mouthpiece of all His laws, gov- 
erning their national and religious life. 
Miriam, by her devoted watchcare and 
her quick mind, became an important 
link in the chain of circumstances which 
led to Moses’ training and preparation 
for his momentous service to God and 
to his race. 

I am convinced that God he a plan 
for your life, as He has for every life. 
And that plan calls for thought and ac- 
tion on your part right now. Of course, 
I cannot tell you what the plan is, nor 
exactly what is the thing you should 
be doing right now; but you can find 
out for yourself by asking Him to show 
you. It may be to stopssomething you 
are doing, some habit or some wrong 
association which can disqualify you for 
the high service He may have planned 
for you. One thing is certain: you can 
know it for yourself if you-will ask God 
to tell you and then patiently wait for 
the answer. (Moses had to wait forty 
years in the wilderness for his orders.) 
At the same time you must be willing 
to do what He says, no matter what the 
cost. No one has ever given up any- 
thing for God but ‘that he has received 
in return satisfactions which more than 
repaid it all. I am telling you this, 
fellows, not only on the authority of 
God’s Word (see Matt. 19:29; Mark 10: 
29, 30), but out of my own personal 
experience. You cannot outgive God: 
just try it. 

Weavervitiz, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us review “The Creation” card 

this morning before we learn to- 
day’s Golden Text. Very good. Now 
we'll learn Proverbs 31:30: “A woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be 
praised.” 

This quarter we are to study the lives 
of thirteen Bible men and women, most 
of whom are not well known. When 
we study about a woman, we will re- 
view this verse. It is not “A woman 
who is beautiful” or “talented” or 
“clever,” but “A woman that feareth 
the Lord.” This means one who rev- 
erences the Lord and so loves and trusts 
Him that she fears to displease Him. 

Our lesson this morning is about 
Moses’ sister, Miriam. Suppose you tell 
me what you know about her, and then 
we'll see what more we can find out 
about her from the Bible. (When 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Moses’ mother hid him in a basket in 
the river, Miriam stayed nearby to see 
what happened to him. When the prin- 
cess found the baby, Miriam ran and 
brought her mother to take care of 
him for the princess.) Good. As you 
think of these things Miriam did, what 
kind of girl do you suppose she was? 
(Quick and dependable.) Yes. She 
was quick-witted as well as quick- 
footed. The name “Miriam” means 
“strong.” That was a good name for 
Moses’ sister, because she certainly was 
a strong character. She watched faith- 
fully by her baby brother instead of 
wandering off somewhere with another 
child, and she dared to ask the prin- 
cess if she might bring a nurse for 
Baby Moses. 

The next time we meet Miriam she 
is many years older. Her baby brother 
Moses has been a man for years and 
is now the leader of the Israelites. He 
has just led them through the Red Sea, 
and they have seen their Egyptian en- 
emies drowned when the divided waters 
rolled back into place. 

Read Exodus 15:19-21. Here we see 
Miriam leading all the other women to 
sing the praises of the Lord. She is 
here called “the prophetess” and is us- 
ing her musical talents for the Lord’s 
service. The first time we met Mir- 
iam she was faithfully doing her duty, 
now this second time she’s leading mul- 
titudes in praising God. But the third 
time is not so happy. Read Numbers 
12:1, 2. Miriam and Aaron spoke against 
Moses for having a foreign wife. They 
said, “Has the Lord spoken only by 
Moses? Hasn’t He also spoken by us?” 
She and Aaron were jealous of Moses 
because, although they were older than 
he, he was given the highest honors. 
The next verse tells us why God so 
honored Moses. He was the meekest 
man on earth. God honors the meek, 
but He humbles the proud. When godly, 
talented Miriam spoke against Moses, 
the Lord’s most honored servant, the 
Lord heard it. When we are tempted 
to speak ,against someone, let us re- 
member that the Lord will hear it. 

Read verses 4-10 to see what the Lord 
did. (Why didn’t Aaron get leprosy, 
too?) That is a good question. In the 
first place we must remember that God 
never makes a mistake, whether we un- 
derstand His dealing or not. However, 
in this case I think we can understand 
to some extent. Miriam was older than 
Aaron, and she is named first in this 
speaking against Moses. Now read verse 
11. You can see that Aaron was not 
unpunished. He was greatly distressed 
that Miriam had become a leper, and 
confessed that he as well as she had 
sinned. 

Did Moses say: “That serves you 
right. That’s what you get for speaking 
against me?” Read verse 13. (No, he 
prayed for her healing.) Read verses 


14, 15. So Miriam was healed, but she 
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was shut out of the camp seven days. 
She who had once led the nation in 
praise to God was now an outcast! That 
week, as she wandered alone outside, 
she must have realized that it is a great 
sin to speak against the Lord’s servant, 
even if he is a younger brother. She 
must have thought lovingly: of her 
brothers, too—Aaron so distressed about 
her, and Moses praying for her healing. 
How thankful all three would be when 
she was brought back into the camp! 
I’m sure that after that there was 
greater love in that family than ever 
before. 

Miriam died about twenty years later. 
Read Numbers 20:1. Now turn to Micah 
6:4. Here the Lord is reminding the 
nation of Israel of how He had brought 
them out of Egyptian slavery, and He 
lists Miriam as one of their three 
leaders. 

Let us remember the scenes in Mir- 
iam’s life which are recorded in God’s 
Word: the girl faithfully watching by 
her baby brother, the woman leading 
thousands in praising the Lord, then her 
wrong words about Moses and the 
Lord’s dealing with her, which would 
make her humble as well as strong. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Principles Cannot Be Bought.—A 
woman that.feareth the Lord, she shall 
be praised (Prov. 31:30, Golden Text). 
A very interesting story is told con- 
cerning King George III of England. 
Requiring a governess for his children, 
a certain Scottish lady of character was 
recommended to him. Being very im- 
pressed with her suitability he offered 
her the position. To his surprise she 
modestly declined, contending that such 
royal children needed a much more 
learned person than she, so withdrawing 
in favor of one possessing higher quali- 
fications. The king, however, refused 
her declination, adding: “Madam, I 
wish you to accept the position because 
you are a good woman. We can hire 
professors to teach the subjects you 
have mentioned, but I want a right- 
minded person to take charge of the 
children. I can easily buy accomplish- 
ments, but I cannot buy principles.” 
How true that is! You can easily get 
accomplishments where you cannot get 
character, yet it is character that is the 
primary thing—From the Southport 
Methodist Magazine. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Nothing To Sing About.—And Miriam 
answered them, Sing ye to the Lord, 
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for he hath triumphed gloriously; the 
horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the sea (Exod. 15:21). Christianity is 
the only religion that abounds in song. 
Atheism is songless; agnosticism has 
nothing to sing about; the various forms 
of idolatry are not tuneful; but Juda- 
ism said, “O come, let us sing unto the 
Lord”; and when Christ came, the an- 
gels greeted His birth with a song, and 
since then Christian song has gained 
in fullness and strength of voice with 
each century.—From Log of the Good 
Ship Grace. Sent by Mrs. T. F. Mitchell, 
Portland, Oreg.; and Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Better To Sleep.—Miriam and Aaron 
spake against Moses (Num. 12:1). “It 
was my custom,” says a Persian writer, 
“to rise from my couch to pray and 
read. One night, while I was thus en- 
gaged, my father woke. ‘Lo,’ I said to 
him, ‘while your other children are lost 
in irreligious slumber I alone am awake 
to praise God.’ ‘Son of my soul,’ the 
old man replied, ‘it is better to sleep 
than to. wake and remark on the faults 
of your brethren.’”—From E, G. C., in 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Wrong Kind of Publicity—Now the 
man Moses was very meek (Num. 12:3). 
Henry Moorehouse, the English evange- 
list, was holding forth in a series of 
meetings for D. L. Moody in his church 
in Chicago. Mr. Moorehouse wondered 
at the lack of conviction and response 
to his messages after he had spoken 
for several nights. Grieved about this 
deeply, one day as he wandered through 
the streets of Chicago he saw a large 
placard on a billboard advertising “the 
great English Evangelist, Henry Moore- 
house.” He looked at it for several mo- 
ments, then exclaimed, “No wonder the 
Holy Spirit is not working in our midst! 
Henry Moorehouse is billed as the great 
one, instead of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the exalted One!” He demanded that 
this sort of publicity be stopped at once, 
and that they wait on the Lord in true 
humility of heart and spirit for the 
Holy Spirit’s blessing on the meetings. 
God answered from Heaven, and scores 
of precious souls were saved.—From 
the Evangel. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. ‘ 


The Wayward Sheep.—The anger of 
the Lord was kindled against them; . . 
and, behold, Miriam became leprous, 
white as snow (Num. 12:9, 10). “The 
Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures ...” The verb here is strong 
—He compels me, He forces me to lie 
down in green pastures. An American 
traveling in Syria became acquainted 
with a shepherd. Each morning he 
noticed the shepherd carrying food to 
the sheep. The traveler followed him 
one morning and found that he was 
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Lesson for July 7 

taking the food to one sheep that had 
a broken leg. As he looked at the ani- 
mal, he said to the shepherd, “How did 
the sheep break its leg? Did it meet 
with an accident—fall into a hole, or 
did some animal break the leg?” “No,” 
said the shepherd, “I broke this sheep’s 
leg myself.” “You broke it yourself?” 
queried the surprised traveler. “Yes. 
You see, this is a wayward sheep; it 
would not stay with the flock, but would 
lead the gther sheep astray. Then it 
would not let me get near it. I could 
not approach it, and so I had to break 
the sheep’s leg that it might allow me, 
day by day, to feed it. In doing this, it 
will get to know me as its shepherd, 
trust me as its guide, and keep with 
the flock."—From Robert Boyd Mun- 
ger, in “What Jesus Says.” Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Needed Chastening.—And the cloud 
departed from off the tabernacle; and, 
behold, Miriam became leprous, white 
as snow (Num. 12:10). How graciously, 
and yet how wisely, God turns the folly 
of disobedience to higher account. He 
did not merely wink at Miriam’s sin. 
There had been pride in it which needed 
chastening. Also, there were in the 
nation others who needed discipline 
against their spirit of discontent. Mir- 
iam had to be a leprosy-smitten object 
lesson for seven days as a sign to every- 
one of the awful death which sin brings. 
—Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. A, E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


When Affliction Lies Heavy.—And 
Miriam was shut out from the camp 
seven days (Num. 12:15). While the 
eminent Puritan minister, Mr. Dodd, 
resided at Hanwell in England, he was 
the subject of much persecution and 
sorrow. On a visit to his relative, the 
Rev. Mr. Greenham of Dry-Drayton, he 
lamented the state of his mind to him 
and received the reply, “Son, son, when 
affliction lieth heavy, sin lieth light.” 
This was great comfort to Mr. Dodd, 
who later said, “Sanctified afflictions 
are spiritual promotions.”—From Bible 
Expositor and Illuminator. Sent by the 
Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Dependable Helper (Exod. 2:1-10) 


O YOU havea family album? (Show 

one, calling attention to a few pic- 
tures of interest.) Our next Bible 
stories are an Old Testament album. 
The first picture is a gir] about your 
age or a little older—baby sitter Mir- 
iam. Of course, the Bible pictures are 
in words. Would you like to make a 
real-picture album? We could use this 
scrapbook to paste our pictures in. 
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Watch for details as we look carefully 
at the Bible picture in Exodus 2:1-10 
so your picture will be just right. 

You remember Jacob, or Israel.as he 
was renamed by God, had twelve sons. 
One of them was Levi. “The children 
of Israel” means the people of Israel's 
family; sons, grandsons, great grands, 
no matter how far down the family line, 
were all “children of Israel.” They were 
also called Hebrews. Now, about four 
hundred years after God began this 
family line by calling Abraham, the 
Hebrews were slaves to the: people of 
Egypt. Here are other things we need 
to know (use the blackboard for verbal 
equivalents) : 

“House of Levi”—family of Levi; “the 
woman conceived”—the woman was go- 
ing to have a baby (Why did she hide 
him three .months? Exodus 1:22 and 
2:10 explain that); “ark of bulrushes” 
—basket made of reeds; “daubed it with 
slime”—coated it with mud tar (Why?); 
“flags by the river’s brink”—reeds along 
the river bank; “to wit”—to see or 
know; “she had compassion on him”— 
she felt sorry for him. 

At what place in the story do you 
want to picture Miriam: verse 4, 5, 6, 
7, or 92 How many people will there be? 

Some of the girls may like to pose 
the scene. In this case see that scarfs 
for headdresses, a doll, and a basket 
are at hand. A strip of blue crepe 
paper can be the river, and out-of- 
doors would be the best setting. 

Another method of illustrating the les- 
sons this quarter is the use of Little 
Jetts on a white flannel board. Seventy 
parts for forming people in different 
attitudes may be secured from Wade C. 
Smith, Weaverville, N. C., for two dol- 
lars. Let the children build the picture 
themselves. Black yarn may trace the 
outline of the river banks. Have black 
construction paper on hand to cut ac- 
cessories, smaller copies of the parts to 
represent Miriam in contrast to adults, 
and the letters of Miriam’s name. If 
you care to continue the album idea 
with the Little Jetts figures, photograph 
the scene. Exhibit the scene to the en- 
tire schoo] next Sunday. 

Try to make these summer lessons 
different and appealing to child inter- 
ests. Children may like to make their 
own figures from black construction 
paper and tell the story at home and to 
other children, using white outing flan- 
nel hung over a bread board or a piece 
of cardboard placed in a slanting posi- 
tion on a chair. 

Do you suppose Miriam got tired of 
staying there, watching the baby? Sup- 
pose she had run off to play just for a 
minute and had been gone when the 
princess arrived! Do you know what 
the word dependable means? Are you 
dependable in baby sitting, washing 
dishes, doing errands? Suppose your 
picture were put in the Bible for all 
to see! There is something for you to 
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practice! Of course Miriam loved her 
baby brother—enough to be dependable! 
“Let all that ye do be done in love” 
(1 Cor. 16:14, A.S.V.; Memory Verse). 


Stories about Miriam: 
M other’s helper (Exod. 2:1-10) 
I n danger (14: 13-31) 
R ed Sea Song (15:1-6, 18-21) 
I n envy of Moses (Num. 12:1-16). 
A grave in the desert (20:1) 
M iriam’s family (26:59) 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ECAUSE today’s lesson is very 

familiar you will want to do some- 
thing a little bit out of the ordinary. 
(Remember, however, that Primaries 
love the stories they know best; nor 
can there ever be any greater applause 
for a teacher than when, at the conclu- 
sion of a story, a youngster exclaims, 
“Tell it again.”) You will, of course, 
tell the story first. It had never come 
to this writer’s mind to think of the 
story from Miriam’s viewpoint. It is a 
refreshing assignment that the lesson 
compilers have given us. At the story’s 
end, allow the children to review it by 
placing the figures in your portable sand 
box. Or, if you prefer, allow them to 
re-enact the lesson. That is always fun. 
(Never forget that children remember 
90 per cent of what they do, we are 
told.) Simple handwork might be used, 
You could supply eacb child with one 
or two pipe cleaners which they would 
bend to represent Miriam running home 
for her mother. a 





Do you like to make believe? Of 
course you do! Let us pretend that a 
little girl who lived in the very long 
ago (back near the beginning of our 
Bible) has come right back to life and 
that she is standing here in this room. 
Let us listen hard to what she has to 
say. 

“Many, many things had been happen- 
ing in the land in which we lived. You 
should know at once that we were not 
living in the land that God wanted us 
to live in. Instead we were living in a 
foreign land (Egypt). A new king was 
ruling the Egyptians and he hated us 
Jews. He was afraid that there would 
be many more Jews than Egyptians and 
he did not want that. So he thought up 
the most awful scheme. He demanded 
that every Jewish boy that was born 
was to be killed at once. Imagine that! 
The people, though, were afraid of God 
(Exod. 1:17), so they did not obey the 
king. You can imagine how angry that 
made him. So he commanded, ‘Every 
son that is born you shall cast into the 
river.’ It makes me shudder even to 
think of it! 

“At about that time my mother woke 
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me early one morning calling, ‘Miriam! 
Miriam! Come here and see what I 
have.’ I blinked my eyes and pushed the 
covers off. I hurried to Mother. There, 
in her arms she held a brand new baby. 
‘Sh-h-h,’ Mother ordered. ‘No one any- 
where must know. We have a little 
baby brother. Isn’t he beautiful?’ Oh, 
he was! I was happy and excited. And 
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then'I remembered. He would have 
to be killed. I started to cry. 

“‘Oh, Mother. We can’t kill him. We 
just can’t. Do we really have to?’ I 
sobbed. 

“ ‘Quiet, honey. Don’t let anyone hear 
you. Your father and I know that we 
must not obey the king. I don’t know 
how we can keep him from knowing. 
But God will help us, we know. You 
won’t tell a soul, will you?’. Indeed I 
promised not to tell, and I never, never 
did. 

“I loved playing with my baby 
brother. But he grew so quickly that 
it frightened me. One day my heart 
almost stopped. Mother was weaving 
a little basket boat. When I asked her 
why she was making it she replied, ‘We 
are going to put your little brother in 
it. We cannot keep him hidden any 
longer. We will put it down in the Nile 
River. Then, Miriam, you will hide be- 
hind the plants that grow in the water 
(bulrushes). When the king’s daugh- 
ter comes down to take her~bath you 
can offer to get someone to take care 
of the baby. Then you run home to me 
(if the princess says you may) and I 
will care for your brother.’ 

“Oh, I tell you I was afraid! It was 
dreadful to see that little basket boat 
bobbing around in the water. I knew 
that alligators lived all along there. One 
of them could upset that basket and kill 
my baby brother. How I prayed! Then 
coming toward the water was the prin- 
cess. Exactly as Mother had said, she 
discovered the basket. Just as she 
looked at the baby he cried and she 
seemed to be so sorry. She knew that 
it was a Jewish baby (Exod. 2:6). 
Then I tiptoed toward her and asked, 
‘Shall I go and call a Hebrew nurse to 
take care of the child?’ she said that I 
should. Can you imagine! She could 
have ordered the baby killed. But she 
did not. God had cared for him. God 
had heard my prayer. And God is al- 
ways and always the same!” 

LANCASTER, Pa. 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 495) 
1. Amram and Jochebed (Exod. 6:20). 
2. Three—Miriam, Aaren, and Moses. 
3. Levi (Exod. 2:1). ' 
4. He was the youngest of three. 


5. She watched the ark of bulrushes 
in which Moses was placed, and sug- 
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gested a nurse for him when the royal 
princess found him “(Exod. 2:5-8). 

6. She seems to have been the recog- 
nized leader among the women, and a 
prophetess (Exod. 15:20, 21). 

7. His marriage to a Cushite woman 
(Num, 12:1). 

8. Numbers 12:3 suggests that he sim- 
ply endured them, and took no steps 
against Miriam and Aaron. 

9. Miriam, Gehazi, and Uzziah. Mir- 
iam alone was healed. 


10. Probably because he did not share 
her bitter spirit, but, being easily in- 
fluenced, joined her complaint. 

ELMHurRsT, ILL. 
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Hawaiian Tour 
(Continued from page 493) 
quainted with the Tres since child- 
hood. He first went to Hawaii as a 
missionary from the Park Street Church 
of Boston, to the District of Kona, on 
the other side of the Island, after grad- 
uating from the Fuller Theological 
Seminary. It will be a rare privilege 
for the tour party to have a meeting 
in his Haili Church, to be made ac- 
quainted with ‘early missionary work 
there, and to visit the tomb of Titus 

Coan. 

An attractive illustrated folder “Ha- 
waii” is available to you which contains 
all details, including costs. Send a card 
to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North 13th 
Street, Philadelphia 5, requesting the 
same and it will be sent to you at 
once. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will ac- 
company the tour throughout. 


m7 
Your Birthday Offerings 


(Continued from page 493) 


do so because of the date when they 
are needed, the flowers often first adorn 
the sanctuary on Sunday morning. Then 
a small card is tied to the flowers be- 
fore they are sent out—the card read- 
ing: “These flowers have been in the 
chancel of Church, during the 
worship service where hymns have been 
sung, prayers have been offered, and 
the sermon has been preached. Now 
they. have come to you, and, in their 
silent way, speak to you of our sym- 
pathy. God bless you!” 

One good objective that has been 
adopted by a large school—large in 
membership but without much financial 
backing—places all this money into a 
scholarship fund. This is used to assist 
any boy or girl through college should 
such a one decide to enter the ministry 
or make some form of religious service 
his life work. 

The birthday penny may be small, but 
it can also accomplish great things. 


MiaMI, Fta. 
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Lesson for July 7 


Modernism at Yale 
(Continued from second page) 


half of the twentieth century witnesses 
such tragic advances of modernism in 
the Protestant Church?” 

The clearest statements on the Virgin 
Birth are of course in Luke 1:31-35 and 
Matthew 1:18-20 and not in Paul’s Epis- 
tles. Romans 1:3, 4 does declare plainly 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
but does not define the method of His 
conception and birth. A comparison of 
the phrase, “made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh,” with the gene- 
alogy in Luke 3, which is doubtless that 
of Mary (see Scofield), implies the 
Virgin Birth. Galatians 4:4 is clearer: 
“But when the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law.” The 
first chapter of Hebrews does speak of 
Christ as the Son of God, but does not 
define the method of His conception. 

If it be asked why the Trmes includes 
such quotations as those given by Dr. 
Smith, the answer is that they give 
specific evidence of the wrong kind of 
teaching in our colleges and universities, 
which in turn affects the preaching in 
many of our churches. A-disease can- 
not be cured until it is diagnosed, 


i" 
The Seven Wonders of Prayer 


(Continued from second page) 


garten? First grade? Or, how far? 
Many Christians do not advance. Some 
never mature. A great many remain 
babes, carnal. 

Then, too, if we fail (in a test), we 
must take the examination over. We 
must learn to pray. We must learn that 
lesson, or we do not advance in the 
Christian life. The lesson is largely a 
prayer-faith lesson. It does no good to 
run away from it, or to resign. We 
must faee it, and go through! We shall 
have to meet that same lesson and learn 
it, though we flee to the uttermost parts 
of the earth. And, it might be even 
worse there. 

As they went on, the disciples began 
to learn that the Lord Jesus’ great 
secret was in prayer. They also discov- 
ered that He was in dead earnest about 
the fact that His big prayer secret must 
become theirs; and that—by His prom- 
ises, His precepts, His parables, and, 
above all, His own tremendous practice 
—He was passing it on to them. 

By the time our Lord was ready to 
depart for Heaven, whatever His dis- 
ciples had not learned as yet, they 
really did know how to pray. The se- 
cret had become theirs. Now He could 
depart, for He had gotten them so well 
schooled in prayer and faith that they 
would fully trust His Word, and He 
could therefore trust them. They grad- 
uated. It was their “commencement.” 
From then on they advanced, chapter 
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by chapter through the Acts, on their 
knees. 

Everything was by prayer. The main 
reason for this is that their entire life 
and ours is to be on a constant miracle 
basis. It is His one way of getting right 
into everything, and doing it, by hav- 
ing us proceed “in every thing by 
prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving.” Then He is All in all, and gets 
all the glory. 

Scripture: “Lord, teach us to pray” 
(Luke 11:1). 

“These all continued with one accord 
in prayer and supplication, with the 
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, 
and with his brethren” (Acts 1:14). 

“In every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication with thanksgiving let your re- 
quests be made known unto God” (Phil. 
4:6). 

Sentence Sermon: If we are to be like 
Christ, we must search the Scriptures 
to learn what Christ was like. 


Children at Home 
1. Me-Me’s New Yedr Wish 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


E-ME (Little Apricot) ran across 

the courtyard of her Chinese home. 
She was excited because fireworks were 
banging, gongs and drums booming, 
and everyone shouting and rushing 
around. It was New Year’s morning, 
which is a very important holiday in 
China. 

Me-me had a new, short scarlet coat 
and brightest green trousers. Her 
shoes had been beautifully embroidered 
by her Granny, who did not like her 
to wear leather shoes. Her tight little 
plaits, tied with red ribbons, stood up 
stifiy. Everything she wore was new 
because only the poorest people ever 
wear anything old on New Year’s Day. 
It is thought to bring bad luck. 

A red snake of squibs came splutter- 
ing down just over the courtyard wall 
next door, and the terrific bang these 
made caused Me-me to jump. 

Her twin cousins who lived next to 
her home were always teasing Me-me 
as these boys were a year or so older 
and had no sister of their own. Now 
they were shouting: 

“We keep a dog, he guards our home; 
Our pig makes feasts of stew; 

The cat she catches many a mouse— 
But whatever can we do 
With a stupid girl like you?” 

Me-me was an only child, and the 
one thing she longed and prayed for 
was to have a sister. ‘Then she wouldn’t 
be annoyed by the twins and their re- 
marks. 

“Just then Mr. Wong, Me-me’s father, 
appeared, and her cousins shouted: 
“We're going to buy New Year’s lan- 
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terns. Can Me-me come, too, Honor- 
able Uncle?” 

“Oh, please, please!” cried Me-me, 
and her father smiled. “Don’t go too 
far, little one. Here is a new silver 
coin for each of you to keep and some- 
thing besides to buy your New Year’s 
lanterns.” 

“Oh, thank you, Honorable Father,” 
said Me-me with a little bow. “I'll keep 
my silver coin so maybe my wish will 
come true.” 

“What is your wish?” asked the boys. 
“Tell us, and we won’t call you ‘Sour 
Apricot’ for a whole week.” 

“I can’t,” she replied. “Wishes you 
tell never come true.” 

“Silly baby, girls’ wishes never come 
true, so you won't ever get it. See, here 
comes the lantern seller!” and off they 
all ran to where a crowd of children 
in their New Year’s clothes looked like 
a flock of butterflies dancing around the 
old man with his load of gay, colorful 
lanterns. 

These were made in all sorts of clever 
designs—fish, flowers, airplanes, and 
dragons. The twins chose boat-shaped 
lanterns, but Me-me selected one in the 
shape of a gorgeous butterfly. 

“Look out! Look out!” shouted the 
boys. “The dragon is coming!” and 
away rushed the children helter-skelter 
to see this popular attraction—a great, 
long creature made of colored cotton 
and patterned like a dragon with a big, 
fierce, painted head. Under its body 
could be seen the legs of the boys who 
were carrying it around; and it kept 
curling and twisting about as if it were 
alive. Boys and girls with clappers ran 
along beside it yelling and making all the 
noise they possibly could. The twins 
joined the procession, running very fast 
and shouting at the tops of their voices. 

Me-me tried to keep up, but the 
dragon went faster and faster. Sud- 
denly a gust of wind caught her beau- 
tiful butterfly lantern, and ‘it broke 
loose from its bamboo stick and sailed 
away. On and on it was blown, and 
Me-me, forgetting her promise to her 
father, rushed after it. She did not 
notice that she was in a strange part of 
the town where she had never been 
before. 

When she at last captured her treas- 
ure, she found she was in a very poor 
district. It was just a waste bit of land 
covered with all sorts of old huts and 
broken-down sheds. She saw children 
moving about in patched and ragged 
cotton clothing, and they all looked thin 
and miserably poor. Could these be the 
refugee folk who had fled from the Chi- 
nese mainland and now had no homes 
and almost nothing to eat? 

Only last Sunday at their children’s 
service a Chinese lady had come and 
told them about these poor, needy peo- 
ple. Their offering had been given to 
help feed some of these almost starving 
boys and girls who had not clothes 
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enough to keep them warm, and who 
were living in wretched huts that leaked 
in the rain, 

“Oh, dear, whatever shall I do? I 
don’t know how to get home!” And 
because she was so tired and frightened 
she stood sobbing bitterly. 

(To be continued) 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 7 
“The Heavens Declare .. .” 
(Psa. 19) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


SERIES of four topics begins this 
week, under the general title, “Ap- 
preciating God’s Gifts.” It is intended to 
direct our attention to the wonders of 
God’s creation that are all about us 
every day of our lives, and which we 
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often take for granted and to which 
many of us give little thought. Yet 
these very things which may be seen 
by all men reveal invisible truths con- 
cerning God’s power.and deity, for Paul 
reminds us, “The invisible things of 
him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even his eternal 
power and Godhead” (Rom. 1:20), 
ye ‘ 
This week’s topic directs our thoughts 
to the starry heavens. From earliest 
times men have observed the stars and 
marveled at their brilliance and num- 
ber. The oldest book in the Bible is 
thought to be the Book of Job, and it 
mentions Orion, Arcturus, the Pleiades 
(Job 9:9, 10), and Mazzaroth (the signs 
of the zodiac) (Job 38:32). 


se 
It is suggested that your July meet- 
ings be held out-of-doors, if possible, 
and of course this first topic may best 
be presented out-of-doors after dark. 
However, in these times of daylight sav- 
ing in many areas, it will still be day- 
light at the time of your young people’s 
meeting, if it is held, as most are, before 
the Sunday evening church service. 
Therefore, you may find it worth while 
to plan to hold this meeting after the 
evening church service, or perhaps on 
a weekday evening at a time when the 
stars will be visible. Alternate plans 
will be necessary, in the event bad 
weather interferes. 
se 
If it is necessary to hold your meet- 
ing indoors, perhaps one of your group 
who has a projector or film slides can 
be prevailed upon to make slides of sev- 
eral of the more prominent summer con- 
stellations, using some of the black, 
opaque film that is usually found at the 
end of filmstrips, or making the slides 
of thin metal. In either case they may 
be punctured with tiny holes in the 
pattern of the stars of the particular 
constellation the slide is to represent. 
These pinhole “constellations” can then 
be projected on the ceiling of your 
meeting room, all other lights being 
extinguished, and thus give an illusion 
of the stars overhead. 


Se 

Or, if a projector is not available or 
slides cannot be made, several large 
panels may be made of cardboard upon 
which may be placed in the pattern of 
some of the summer constellations the 
gummed fluorescent stars that may be 
purchased at small cost in the toy or 
children’s departments of most of our 
large department stores. These “stars” 
will glow for quite a time after having 
been exposed to bright light, and the 
cardboard panels can be placed high 
on the walls of your meeting room. 
When the lights are turned out they will 
create an illusion of the starry sky. 
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For either the outdoor or indoor meet- 
ing, endeavor to find one in your group 
or church who y be familiar enough 
with the stars to identify the principal 
summer constellations, such as Ophi- 
uchus, Lyra, Cygnus, Sagittarius, Capri- 
cornus, and the like, and who can name 
their principal stars. However, do not 
let this part of the presentation of your 
topic become too technical or lengthy. 
The real objective is to show how “the 
heavens declare” God's glory. 


Obtain if you can from your library, 
or perhaps from your pastor, a copy of 
one of the following books: “The Gos- 
pel in the Stars,” by Joseph A; Seiss, 
D.D.; “The Witness of the Stars,” by 
Ethelbert W. Bullinger, D.D; “The 
Hieroglyphics of the Heavens,” by Mrs. 
Carr-Harris; or “The Companion Bible” 
(Appendix 12). The wealth of infor- 
mation found in any one of these 
volumes will show how the ancient 
names of the constellations and many 
of the stars indicate, not the foolish 
Greek fables and legends that are often 
ascribed to them, but the story of man’s 
fall and redemption, as known by reve- 
lation to the patriarchs, and which was 
preserved in the star names for posterity 
even before the fuller revelation of the 
written Word. For example, is it not 
remarkable that in the very center of 
the summer sky as well as in the cen- 
ter of the winter sky, there is a star 
group that, from time immemorial, has 
been thought to represent the giant 
figure of a hero (although the grouping 
of the stars in neither case bears much 
resemblance to a man’s figure). In the 
summer sky this figure is known as 
Ophiuchus, and even on the most an- 
cient star maps as well as our modern 
ones, he is represented as grasping with 
both hands a huge serpent, whose three- 
starred head reaches up as if to grasp 
a crown (Corona Borealis). The name 
“Ophiuchus” comes from an Arabic 
source which means “the serpent held.” 
The brightest star in this constellation 
is in the head and is called Ras al 
Hagus, or “the head of him who holds.” 
An old Hebrew name for the brightest 
star in the serpent that the man holds 
is Alyah, or “the accursed.” Signifi- 
cantly, the right foot of the man is 
firmly fixed upon another figure, that 
of Scorpio, the scorpion, and one of the 
stars in this foot is named Saiph in the 
Hebrew, or “bruised.” Is it beyond rea- 
son to suggest that the patriarchs who 
named these stars and star groupings 
may have had in mind God’s prophecy 
of old concerning Eve, when He said to 
the serpent concerning her Seed, “It shall 
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel’? (Gen. 3:15.) 

There are many other remarkable 
evidences of the story of redemption 
written in the stars, and we may well 
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WANTED: STENOGRAPHER. A missionary organ- 

* ization in downtown Philadelphia is in 
need of a stenographer, including are | ~~? work. 
Air conditioned offices. Write to Adv. 800, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th a Phila. 5, Pa. 
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consider Isaiah’s admonition, “Lift up 
your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, that bringeth 
out their host by number: he calleth 
them all by names by the greatness of 
his might, for that he is strong in 
power; not one faileth” (Isa. 40:26). 
we 

Another book that you will find help- 
ful for this meeting has been prepared 
by Clarence H. Benson. It is called 
“The Greatness and Grace of God,” and 
may be had from Scripture Press, 
Wheaton, IIl., at $3. He shows the vast- 
ness of the heavens and the heavenly 
bodies, their incalculable numbers, their 
incomparable speeds, and the inconceiv- 
able power with which they have been 
created and are maintained, and their 
witness to the One who made them and 
upholds them. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


1” 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


July 1 to 7 


Mon., July 1.—Exod. 1:8-14. 
Oppression in Egypt. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They did set over 
them taskmasters to afflict them with 
their burdens.” This oppression was 
predicted, prescribed, and providentially 
overruled for good. God announced to 
Abraham this unjust, cruel period for 
His people (see Gen. 15:13, 14). Israel 
required this bitterness in order to turn 
them to God in prayer for redeeming 
favor. The providential value is best 
told in Exodus 14 and 15. God hates 
oppression. He overrules it for good. 
Troubles make His promises sweet, en- 
liven prayer, and let us see how great 
and wonderful the Lord is to trusting 
souls. Pray for Navajo Gospel Mission, 
Inc., Oraibi, Ariz. 
Tues., July 2.—Exod. 2:1-10. 
A Liberator Is Born. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Moses.” The 
name of Moses appears approximately 
500 times in the Scriptures. This God- 
trained, divinely guided, gifted, and 
prospered man will be honored forever 
and ever. “They sing the song of Moses 
the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb” (Rev. 15:3). Moses’ biography 
is the most amazing of Israel’s heroes 
of faith. God sums up the life of Is- 
rael’s liberator and lawgiver thus: 
“Moses was faithful in all his house” 
(Heb. 3:2). Pray for Miami Bible Insti- 
tute, Miami, Fla. 
Wed., July 3.—Exod. 12:29-36. 
Israel Delivered. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be gone.” God 
brought Israel out from under the hand 
of Pharaoh. The king was glad to see 












them go. In terror, at the stroke of 
God on the night of that first Passover, 
he said: “Be gone; and bless me also.” 
Thus God “brought forth his people 
with joy, and his chosen with gladness” 
(Psa. 105:43). Has Christ delivered you 
from the power of the Enemy? Pray 
for the International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance, Chicago. 


Thurs., July 4.—Exod. 13:17-22. 
God Leads Israel. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “God led the peo- 
ple about, through the way of the wil- 
derness of the Red sea.” A great and 
terrible wilderness it was, as they soon 
found. Our Lord explains this course 
with them in verse 17 and in Deuter- 
onomy 8:2-5. God uses the same method 
with our stubborn souls. We, too, are 
proud and slow to learn that “man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the Lord doth man live.” Pray for 
the Ceylon and India General Mission, 
Wheaton, Ill. 


Fri., July 5.—Exod. 15:1-13. 
The Song of Moses. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then sang Moses 
and the children of Israel this song unto 
the Lord.” This hymn by Moses, as you 
observe, is all about God and His won- 
derful salvation. Are your hymns chiefly 
hymns of praise to God? Many popu- 
lar hymns emphasize such phrases as 
“I am,” “I have,” “I shall be.” But 
Bible praises are taken up with “He is,” 
“Thou art,” and “Thou hast done.” Let 
your praise always be unto the Lord. 
He is “glorious in holiness, fearful in 
praises, doing wonders” (v. 11). Pray 
for Scripture Press, Wheaton, Ill. 


Sat., July 6.—Exod. 15:20, 21. 
Miriam, the Prophetess. 


PRAYER SvuccEesTIons: “Miriam the 
prophetess.” Five prophetesses are 
mentioned in Scripture (Exod. 15:20; 


Judges 4:4; 2 Kings 22:14; Isa. 8:3; Luke 
2:36). Miriam’s chorus should be often 
on our lips, especially when in trouble: 
“The Lord . . . hath triumphed glori- 
ously.” Sing “with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). Pray for 
Philadelphia Bible Institute, Philadel- 
phia, 
Sun., July 7.—Psa. 9:1-10. 
A Psalm of Thanksgiving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will praise 
thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
I will shew forth all thy marvellous 
works.” It is good to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and bad not to do so 
daily. A grateful heart pleases God 
better than nice forms of speech. 
Thanksgiving is too rare a grace. 
Magnify the Lord. Give thanks unto 
His name. We minimize Him when 
we don’t. One of the saddest verses 
in the Bible is, “Neither were thank- 
ful” (Rom. 1:21). Ingratitude is a 
grievous sin, thanksgiving a heavenly 
grace. Pray for the Salvation Army. 
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